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Since its inception in the late ’90s, hun-
dreds of individuals have dedicated the 
time and resources required to earn 
the highest professional designation 
for arborists—the Registered Consult-
ing Arborist®. To find out more about 
why ASCA Members value this des-
ignation so much, and what it means 
to their consulting practice, we inter-
viewed two RCAs—one of the earli-
est who is still active in his consulting 
practice, Ellis N. Allen, RCA #139, 
and one of ASCA’s newest RCAs, Andrew 
J. White, RCA #510.

Ellis, as one of our earliest Registered 
Consulting Arborists, can you describe 
what it was like—back when you first 
joined ASCA.

Back in the early ’70s, shortly after 
ASCA started, I was asked to join by 
Spence Davis. At that time the ASCA 
meetings consisted of a one-day meet-
ing prior to the National Arborist Asso-
ciation (TCIA) annual meeting. I was 
still struggling with my tree business and 
didn’t feel like I could monetarily afford 
to join ASCA, or to give up the time 
from my work to attend longer than the 
NAA meeting. Finally after talking with 
some of the other members of ASCA, 
and with more prodding from Spence, I 
did join in 1975.

After that time I attended most all of 
ASCA’s meetings and eventually they 
became a stand alone organization, sepa-
rate from NAA. At that early time a pro-
spective member had to be recommended 

or proposed by a member in good stand-
ing in order to be considered for mem-
bership in ASCA.

Andy, as one of ASCA’s newest RCAs, 
can you give us some insight into why 
and how you became involved with 
ASCA?

For as long as I can remember, I have 
been interested in plants, animals, and 
building things. I had my own garden 
before I was old enough to attend grade 
school. I was raising and racing homing 
pigeons on my own while still in middle 
school. My construction skills were well 
honed by the time I entered high school. 
My graduate studies focused on plant 
ecology, specifically plant-animal inter-
actions. For the past 30+ years, I have 
owned businesses that have focused pri-
marily on designing and building out-
door living areas and gardens. Trees as a 
group of plants have always held special 
interest to me.

Early in my career (about 30+ years ago), 
I met L.C. Chadwick at the Ohio Nurs-
eryman’s Short Course in Columbus, 
Ohio. We discussed arboricultural con-
sultation as a profession. This was when 
the profession was just starting to get 
properly organized. Tree appraisals were 
just beginning to be taken seriously at 
that time. Back then, I was very inter-
ested in the profession, but did not feel 
I was properly qualified to join, nor did 
I think I could properly support myself 
and family as a Consulting Arborist. 
However, it has always been in the back 

of my mind to take another look at the 
profession as I approached the logical 
conclusion of my contracting career. For 
that reason, I have always kept a close eye 
on the profession. 

Several years ago, I came to the realiza-
tion that my diminishing physical abili-
ties were screaming at me to begin to start 
winding down the physically demanding 
contracting part of my career, and start 
expanding the more cerebral design and 
consulting parts of my career. I am begin-
ning the career transition process now. I 
have always had the desire to work as long 
as I am physically and mentally able, and 
I feel I should be able to design landscapes 
and consult for as long as my mind is still 
functioning at a reasonably high level. 
Over the past few years, I have tried to 
fill any gaps in my credentials / knowl-
edge that might limit me as a designer 
and consultant. One of my certification 
/ registration deficiencies was in the area 
of arboricultural consultation, and it was 
for this reason that I pursued the RCA 
status. Unlike thirty years ago, I finally 
felt I was now qualified to be an RCA and 
that I had something worthwhile to offer 
the public and the profession. I still have 
some doubts about my earning power as 
an RCA, but feel that the design work 
will be a good complement and supple-
ment to my RCA practice. My financial 
needs are not what they once were.

Andy, what made you then decide to 
become a Registered Member rather 
than continuing your status as Member 
or even non-member?
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Throughout my education and career, I 
have always tried to achieve the highest 
levels possible. Once I made the decision 
to enter the field of arboricultural con-
sultation, I knew I wanted to achieve the 
highest status possible, and that is RCA 
status. Becoming an RCA has been my 
goal since joining ASCA.

What type of clients or assignments 
does each of you get most frequently?

Andy: Since I am still very much 
involved in designing and building land-
scapes and outdoor living areas, most 
of my consulting work comes from 
these clients and projects, and it prob-
ably always will. Because of my role as 
a Landscape Contractor and Licensed 
General Building Contractor, much of 
my work necessarily deals with pre- and 
post-construction impact on existing 
trees. Proper tree selection, establish-
ment, and maintenance are also a big 
part of my practice. Evaluating hazard-
ous trees is important and I plan to do 
more of this in the future. Working with 
developers, builders, architects and prop-
erty owners to properly develop building 
sites is an area of practice I want to get 
more involved in; my background is well 
suited for this.

Ellis: The type of client that I most often 
seem to get is ones who have had trees 
removed from their property by others 
without permission. Also I have had cli-
ents that inadvertently removed trees 
from neighbors without intending to 
invade their property. In other words, 
they didn’t know where the property line 
was of their own property.

I also have cases where there is injury 
from failing trees both for the plaintiff 
and the defense. It is necessary to deter-
mine if the tree had been in a hazardous 
condition and if it was known to have 
been in a hazardous condition prior to 
the incident.

Andy, what are some of the biggest 
changes you have seen in your prac-
tice since beginning pursuit of your 
RCA designation?

In the past year, I joined ASCA, attended 
the Consulting Academy, and became 
an RCA. This was done while running 
an existing business during difficult eco-
nomic times and pursuing other career 
objectives. There has not been any time 
for changes in my practice; my formal 
RCA practice is just beginning. 

Can you each name a significant oppor-
tunity and a significant challenge you 
see ahead for ASCA and for you as a 
practicing RCA?

Ellis: The biggest benefits that I have seen 
in recent years are the increase of educa-
tional material at the annual meetings 
and the increased quality of those mate-
rials. The biggest challenge for the Con-
sulting Arborist will be to keep up with 
the latest techniques of diagnosis of trees 
and their care. It will always be necessary 
to keep informed of court cases and how 
we can best present our side of the story 
if it goes to court. It will be necessary 
to keep abreast of new and better ways 
to treat plants so as to provide the best 
information for the client.

Andy: The challenges and opportunities 
are basically the same as they always have 
been. The challenge for a practicing RCA 
is to provide a worthwhile service and be 
adequately compensated for the effort. 
Attaining the highest degree of profes-
sionalism is critical for establishing and 
maintaining credibility, both individu-
ally as an RCA and as an organization 
such as ASCA. ASCA and its members 
need to continue to work together to fur-
ther the profession. Consulting Arborists 
have the opportunity to make significant 
improvements in the quality and safety of 
the environment—not everyone has that 
opportunity! 

New Apps 
of Interest

Get inspired with a 
cool app—TED
Got 5–20 extra minutes, with noth-
ing to do? Click on your TED app, 
and hear riveting talks by remarkable 
people, free to 
the world. 

TED’s of f i-
cial app pres-
e nt s  t a l k s 
from some of 
the world ’s 
most fascinat-
ing people: education radicals, tech 
geniuses, medical mavericks, busi-
ness gurus and music legends. Find 
more than 900 TEDTalk videos 
(with more added each week) on the 
official TED app—now for both 
iPad and iPhone.

On iPad
The entire library is at your finger-
tips. Watch TEDTalks in high or 
low res formats based on your net-
work connectivity. Play it on your 
device or send to your home enter-
tainment system via AirPlay. Curate 
your own playlist. Watch them later, 
even when you can’t be online. Sort 
views by recency or popularity. 
Find something by tags, themes, or 
related talks. Share favorites with 
your friends. Tell us how much time 
you have and let us guide you to a 
delightful playlist.

On iPhone and iPod touch:
The entire library is available for 
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http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ted/id376183339?mt=8

